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November 16, 2015 
 
Montague Township Council 
 
 
Re: Application for Zoning By-law Amendment for part 1 on Plan 27R-10337 in Part Lot 11, Conc. A, from Rural 
(RU) to General Industrial – Exception (MG-x) 
 
Dear Members of Council, 
 
On behalf of Friends of the Rideau I am writing to express our deep concern at the prospect of industrial 
development on the site that is the subject of the zoning by-law amendment submitted for your consideration.  Our 
organisation is dedicated to the preservation, protection and presentation of the Rideau Canal World Heritage Site 
for the enjoyment of Canadians now and in the future.  As such, we take great interest in developments along the 
Rideau Canal which may negatively change the landscapes which are such an important part of the integrity of the 
built cultural heritage of the Canal.  The portion of the Rideau Canal which runs through Montague Township has 
retained much of its late-19th and 20th century appearance and character, thanks in part to careful and thoughtful 
management.  The subject development proposal represents a threat to that heritage character. 
 
Montague Township’s Official Plan, in Section 2.8.1 Cultural Heritage Resources, notes the importance of cultural 
heritage landscapes and the role they play in making the Township a place of cultural and historic interest to 
residents and visitors.  The Plan also notes the importance of avoiding conflict with built heritage resources along 
the Rideau Canal, and specifies that new development should complement the character of existing buildings, 
structures and the surrounding landscape.  Industrial use of the site in question, in our view, would run counter to 
these principles, and represent a threat to Montague Township’s aim to represent “Country Living at its Best.” 
 
The industrial uses proposed for the requested zoning by-law amendment appear to us to cover a remarkably wide 
range of activities, which gives further emphasis to our concerns.  Several of the uses identified would clearly have 
negative consequences, in the form of noise, dust, runoff and other water quality issues, and high levels of heavy 
vehicle traffic, on the scenic rural community which exists at present.  While outside our sphere of knowledge and 
experience, it seems to us counter-intuitive to expect that the proposed uses for the site, if the zoning change is 
approved, would not have a negative impact on water quality and on the federally and provincially-designated 
migratory bird sanctuary and significant wetlands. 
 
In our view, given the Official Plan framework which the Township has established, including the Cultural Heritage 
Resources section, Council should at the very least require a heritage impact study by a qualified heritage planner so 
as to be fully informed in deciding on the application for a zoning amendment.   
 
To conclude, Friends of the Rideau urges Montague Township Council to uphold the spirit and the letter of its 
Official Plan and refuse the application for rezoning for the property in question. 
 
Yours respectfully, 
 
 
 
Hunter McGill 
Chairman   


